In the title compound, C 15 H 20 BrNO 2 , there are two independent molecules (A and B) comprising the asymmetric unit and these adopt very similar conformations. In A, the dihedral angle between the CO 2 and MeC CMe 2 groups is 80.7 (3) , and these make dihedral angles of 3.5 (3) and 84.09 (16) , respectively, with the bromobenzene ring. The equivalent dihedral angles for molecule B are 78.4 (3), 2.1 (3) and 78.37 (12) , respectively. The most prominent interactions in the crystal packing are amine-N-HÁ Á ÁO(carbonyl) hydrogen bonds between the two independent molecules, resulting in non-centrosymmetric ten-membered {Á Á ÁOC 2 NH} 2 synthons. Statistical disorder is noted for each of the terminal methyl groups of the ethyl residues.
Related literature
For background to the study into new and simpler synthetic routes for ,-unsaturated -amino acid derivatives, see: Stefani et al. (2013) . For the use of potassium organotrifluoroborate in synthesis, see: Caracelli et al. (2007) . Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
S5. Synthesis and crystallization
Ytterbium triflate (10 mol%) was added to a stirred solution of (E)-ethyl 2-(4-bromophenylimino)acetate (0.5 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (5 mL). Potassium 3-methyl-2-buten-2-yltrifluoroborate (0.6 mmol) was then added and reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature until there was total consumption of the starting material. The reaction mixture was extracted with NaOH (0.5 N). The organic phase was dried using MgSO 4 , and the solvent was removed under reduced pressure. 
S6. Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H = 0.93 to 0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) = 1.2-1.5U eq (C). The N-H H atoms were refined with N-H = 0.86±0.01 Å, and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N). The terminal methyl group of each ethyl residue was found to be statistically disordered over two positions. These were refined so that equivalent pairs of atoms in each residue had the same anisotropic displacement parameters. Disorder in the C10-C15 benzene ring, manifested in a short average C-C bond length, i.e. 1.37 Å, could not be resolved. The molecular structures of the two independent molecules in the title compound showing the atom-labelling scheme and displacement ellipsoids at the 50% probability level.
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Figure 2
Overlay diagram of the two crystallographically independent molecules of the title compound. The N1-and N2-containing molecules are shown in red and blue, respectively.
Ethyl 2-[(4-bromophenyl)amino]-3,4-dimethylpent-3-enoate
Crystal data ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
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